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Introductory remarks.

QUESTION: What was in the President's mind when he decided to make the speech?

ANSWER: Outgrowth of Operation Candor. President's own speech. Others involved
Secty. Dulles, Admiral Strauss, others. CDJ acted as Chief of Staff.

The President felt that simply to talk about the atomic danger to the
United States and America's fantastic power of retaliation, which was
all that was originally thought of in terms of informihg the American
\\ \}#ygpmople, was not enough. That would present only a picture of desolation
p) o S on both sides. He wanted any message to the Amer. people not to wind
up on a note of destruction, but of hope. And it had to be hope in
terms of an atomic solution.

QUESTION: Why was this particular time chosen? Why born at Bermuda?

ANSHER: (as previously) -- Started thinking 2-1/2 months ago..then came problem
what audience? what occasion? UN renewed invitationd, which coincided

with adjournment of Bermu also afforded opportunity to check
this serious and important /with our allies. Calendar and historical
coincidence.

QUESTION: Was the speech written in Bermuda...anything prepared on arrival?...
Churchill authorship?

ANSWER: (as previously) -- already several drafts in its evolution. Draft #7 in
hand on arrival. Worked on there by Pres. and others. (Churchill ded see.)

Scene on plane -- no change. Again, it was President's speech.

QUESTION: From your knowledge, what was the intent of the speech?

ANSWER: There were certain things it was supposed to be, and others it was supposed
not to be. First, let me tell you what it was NOT.

. Not disarmament plan for conventional or atomic weapons.

Not plan for intl. control of atomic energy.

Not plan for exchange of atomic secrets with Russia or anybody.
Not a plan for pooling stocks of weapons.

Fw

QUESTION: Then what is it?

ANSWER:
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2. It is not a plan for the international control of atomic energy.

3. It is not a plan for the exchange by our country with Russia or
any other country of atomic secrets.

b, It is not a plan for pooling stocks of weapons.

(//m! Then what is it?

ANSWER: It is & small beginning, but a revolutionary one, designed to break
the deadlock of not being able to get together on any basis to see
& what can be done sbout this terrible danger to the whole world.

QUESTION: Do you see this small beginning as relating to the overall world
erisis? hit,amit,mmnmwmthuMug
weapon in the cold war?

mwmmwuuwmnmmm. It would
EQ be disastrous for anyone to attach "psiychological warfare"” overtones to
fg this speech. Best refutation of that idea is that if this had been a

W psychological warfare "trick", we would immediately have pounced on the

initial negative reactions on the part of Russian mm, Pravda,
Vischisky, etc., and said "There they go 3} ve have won.," |However,
since wve meant this proposal, we are those first reactions and
mtmwmmmutmmmmtmerummm

on their part. ({4 MThhedAL ANt e,

Qnmmmmnmmmmumtuumamau
own feet -- it is a reasonably offered, feasible project; it does not
mummaoftmwmmofuuonﬁ{whuy--mmmt
the Soviets are self-conscious about. It is something that millions of
pecple can grasp and understand. It is . It does not require a
g lot of complicated inspection machinery.

3 (UESTION: What would be the mechanics of the plant’
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ANSVER: We have thought them through carefully, m:\,kmé-tp ansvers, but this
is not the time or place to discuss them. To do 80 would vitiate our
statement thstmmpnpmdtoutmiuwtvth conversations to
explore them further.
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things that require give and take on our part when we have been unable
to vork even with Britain and Capnada? David Lilienthal, in a comment

\“} QESTION: ALl this is fine ides, but how do you expect to Wirk vith Russis on

last Sunday on this proposal, cites our difficulties in the past with
our allies, and says it illustrates how greatly our own attitudes will



QUESTION: How would you define the President's basic objective in making this
proposal, aside from breeking the atomic deadlock? Does this indicate
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